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County May Look To 
Melt Salary Freeze 

William H. Harrison, Sr. was honored on Sunday for his years of service to the community at a ceremony at the Prairie Edge 
Museum. Front: William H. Harrison, Sr. with great-grandchildren Kate & Anna Consoli and William Home. Middle: Rosanne Pol- 
lard, Heather Consoli, Margo Harrison, Bettie & Earl Hankamer. Back row: John & Anna Gertson, Gerald Pollard, Bill Harrison 
Jr., Randa & Jimmy Simmons. See story and more photos on page 8. 

Colorado County commis- 
sioners signaled Monday they 
will consider lifting a freeze on 
salaries of county employees. 

The action came when the 
commissioners approved appoint- 
ing a salary committee to review 
employees' salaries. 

Last year, as the recession 
took hold, commissioners did not 
appoint a committee and froze 
salaries. 

Named to this year's commit- 
tee were: County Attorney Ken 
Sparks, County Auditor Raymie 
Kana, County Clerk Darlene 
Hayek, County Tax Assessor- 
Collector Mary Jane Poenitzsch, 
Sheriff R.H. (Curly) Wied, Com- 
missioner Darrell Gertson and 
Justice of the Peace George 
Cason. 

In other action, commission- 
ers: 

-Approved several documents 
related to the courthouse restora- 
tion. 

One of the documents requires 
the county to get approval from 
the state historical commis- 
sion if it wants to put any other 
structures on the courthouse 
grounds. 

r NEWSBRIEFS   ) Runnin' Raiders, Lady 
Kinder registration for Sheridan School   RaJdeTS Will  COWbOV  RelaVS 

Sheridan School is registering students for the 2010-2011 Kinder- 
garten class. Registration forms are available in the school office. 
Return the forms with a copy of shot record, social security card and 
birth certificate. These documents are required by Tx.Edu.Agency, 
if you donit have copies you must obtain duplicates. Students must 
be 5 yrs. old as of 9/1/10 and live in the Sheridan School attendance 
zone. If you live out of the RICE C.I.S.D. you must apply for an Out- 
Of-District transfer by 5/1/10. The Rice School. Board will approve or 
deny transfers. The KG teacher will assign a date for you and your 
child to visit her classroom, she will notify you by mail. Call the office 
if you have questions, 979-234-7334. 

Pre-K Reg. for Sheridan/Garwood 
Sheridan/Garwood School is accepting applications for the Pre- 

Kindergarten class for the 2010-2011 school year. Only qualified ap- 
plicants will be accepted based on TXEducAgency and RICE CISD 
guidelines. Applications are available in the Sheridan and Garwood 
school offices, return the application with a copy of shot record, birth 
certificate and social security card by 4/1/10. These documents are 
required by TXEduc Agency, if you donit have copies you must obtain 
duplicates. All applicants must be 4 yrs. old by 9/1/10 and reside within 
the Sheridan School or Garwood School attendance zone. You will be 
notified of acceptance or denial. If you live out of the Rice CISD you 
must apply for an Out-Of-District transfer by 5/1/10. The Rice School 
Board will approve or deny transfers. Call the school office if you have 
questions, 979-234-7334. 

Lenten Luncheons underway 
The United Methodist Church (UMC) of Eagle Lake will host the 

14th Annual Lenten Luncheons each Monday, beginning through 
March 29. The luncheons will be from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., with spe- 
cial music and guest speakers. A love offering will be taken and net 
proceeds go to the Eagle Lake Community Food Pantry. The fourth 
luncheon on Monday, March 15, will feature the Rev. Obie Rhodes of 
White Cloud Baptist Church. UMC members will provide an array of 
soups and desserts. A sliced meat and cheese tray, crackers, sandwich 
bread, hot cornbread, iced tea and coffee with be furnished by the UMC 
of Eagle Lake. Everyone is cordially invited.. .bring a friend! 

Sheridan Lions dinner Saturday 
The 47th Annual Sheridan Lions Club will hold their roast beef din- 

ner on Saturday, March 13 at the Sheridan Community Center. Plates 
are $8 each. Serving starts at 6. Plates go to available. Dinner includes 
roast beef, rice/gravy, green beans, rolls, dessert and tea. Bingo with 
cash prizes will also be held. A drawing will be held. There will be a 
silent auction with a great variety of items. 

Project graduation meeting is March 15 
There will be a Project Graduation meeting on Monday, March 15th 

at the Rice High School Commons at 6 p.m. Seniors and their parents 
are invited to attend. 

Mop, broom sale is March 18 
The Eagle Lions mop and broom sale is Thursday, March 18 on 

the square in Eagle Lake. Stop by from 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Lions Club 
projects include: Rice High School scholarship, little league, fire de- 
partment, The Lighthouse, Rice Medical Center Volunteers, Summer 
Reading program, Texas Lions Camp, childrenis eyeglasses, Light- 
house for the Blind, Leader Dog Program and Lions Eye Bank. 

Blood drive set for March 18 
Rice Medical Center will hold a blood drive, Thursday, March 18 

from 2 to 7 p.m. To schedule an appointment call Mary Saucedo at 979- 
234-5571, ext. 5211. You can also visit www.giveblood.org and login to 
digital donor. Enter sponsor code 2135. Walk-ins welcome. Remember 
for every unit donated, three lives can be saved. 

Rabies vaccination clinics March 19 
The Garwood Lions Club will sponsor a rabies vaccination clinic on 

Friday, March 19 from 4 to 6 p.m. at the Garwood fire station. Rabies 
vaccinations will be $10 per animal. Dogs, as well as cats, may be 
vaccinated at that time. 

White Cloud Breakfast set 
White Cloud Missionary Baptist Church (WCMBC) at 1093 Old 
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The Raiders and Lady Raid- 
ers took first place honors in 
the Cowboy Relays held in Edna 
recently. 

Raider participant, event, dis- 
tance and placing are as follows: 

Long jump: JJ Reggins, sec- 
ond, 20' 10-3/4"; discus: Jared 
Raster, sixth, 119'2"; triple jump: 

Reggins, first, 42' 8-1/2", Corey 
Farrow, second, 42' 7-1/2", Cody 

'Lantelme, fourth, 40' 8"; high 
jump: Reggins, fourth, 5'8"; pole 
vault Lantelme, first, 13'6"; 3200 
m run: Carlos Arias, third, 11:20.88; 
4x100 relay: first, 44:41; 110 m hur- 
dles: Kris Talton, second, 17:62; 
weight man relay: first, 52.60; 100 

Unemployment Rate Shows 
0.9 Percent Increase In Jan. 

January figures show the 
Colorado County unemployment 
rate sitting at 7.6 percent with 
an increase of .9 from December 
2009. 

There is still an increase of 1.9 
from January 2009. 

In January in Colorado Coun- 
ty, there were 10,919 people em- 
ployed and 830 seeking jobs. 

Fayette County unemploy- 
ment sat at 6.3 percent with an 
increase of .5 from December 
2009. 

It represents a total increase 
of 1.4 from January 2009. 

In January in Fayette County 
there were 12,417 individuals em- 
ployed and 779 looking for work. 

Lavaca County unemployment 
was 6.8 percent in January with 
an increase of .4 percent from 
December 2009. 

That is a total increase of 1.8 
from January 2009. 

In January in Lavaca County 

there were 9,936 people employed 
and 672 unemployed. 

The Texas seasonally adjusted 
unemployment rate remained at 
8.2 percent in January, unchanged 
from a revised 8.2 percent in De- 
cember 2009, and continued to 
trend well below the U.S. season- 
ally adjusted unemployment rate 
of 9.7 percent. 

The Texas Civilian Labor 
Force continued to grow in Janu- 
ary, reaching its highest level ever 
at 12.1 million workers. 

"The Texas unemployment 
rate held steady over the past 
two months at 8.2 percent and 
remained lower than the national 
rate of 9.7 percent," said Texas 
Workforce Commission (TWO 
Chairman Tom Pauken. 

In January, the Amarillo Met- 
ropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) 
experienced the lowest unem- 
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m dash: Gerald Martinez, fourth, 
11:99; spring medley relay: first, 
1:42.32; 300 m hurdles: Talton, 
fourth, 44:32, Lantelme, fifth, 
44:50; 4x200 relay: third, 1:37.21; 
1600 m relay: Arias, fourth, 5:11.96; 
4x400 relay: first, 3:36.22. 

The boy's finished with a team 
total 147.5 points. East Bernard 
placed second with 140, Yoakum, 
third, 132; Edna, fourth, 91; Tide- 
haven, fifth, 44; Goliad, sixth, 33; 
Palacios, seventh, 28; and Indus- 
trial, eighth with 4.5 points. 

Lady Raider participant, 
event, distance and placing are 
as follows: 

Long jump: Jaquita Woods, 
third, 14' 10-1/2"; triple jump: 
Annicia Williams, first, 33'-l/2"; 
shot put: Brittany Parker, first, 
35'1", Dynasty Johnson, fifth, 31' 
7-1/2"; discus: Parker, second, 
108' 10", Johnson, sixth, 89'1"; 
100 m hurdles: Woods, first, 16:87; 
4x100 relay, first, 51.90; 800 m 
dash: 2:38.77; 100 m dash: Porshia 
Morris, first, 12:78, Clarencia 
Weeks, fifth, 13:22; spring med- 
ley relay: second, 1:59.03; 300 
m hurdles: Woods, first, 47:20, 
AUyssa Krpec, sixth, 53:13; 4x200 
relay: third, 1:53.13; 4x400 relay, 
third, 4:25.70. 

The girl's finished with a team 
total 144 points. Goliad placed 
second with 124.5, East Bernard, 
third, 113.5; Yoakum, fourth, 78; 
Palacios, fifth, 56; Edna, sixth, 
46; Tidehaven, seventh, 32; and 
Industrial, eighth with 28 points. 

Agreed to allocate four offices 
in the old Farm Bureau Building 
for Justice of the Peace Precinct 
3. 

County Judge Al Jamison said 
he was also informed that the 
white building currently housing 
the peace justice office dates from 
the 1890s. 

He said he was checking into 
what impact that would have on 
plans to move or remove that 
building. 

-Heard from David Kotzebue, 
the 9-1-1 rural addressing co- 
ordinator, that he was working 
with a regional planning group to 
develop a standardized process 
for naming roads. 

Commissioners agreed to con- 
tinue for the present the current 
process of naming and addressing 
roads. 

-Approved a limited land divi- 
sion of a 16-acre tract in Precinct 1 
requested by Lawrence R. Carr. 

-Received a copy of the sher- 
iffs department report on traffic 
stops to comply with the law 
against traffic stops based on 
racial profiling. 

The report stated that there 
were 3,330 citations issued by the 
sheriffs department in 2009. 

Of those 57.7 percent of the 
individuals stopped were White; 
24.3 percent were Hispanic; 15.7 
percent were black and 1.6 per- 
cent were Asian. 

The report stated 60.7 percent 
of the population is White, 24.2 
percent is Hispanic, 14.4 percent 
is Black and .5 percent is Asian. 

No Contested 
Elections For 
City, School 

Filing has ended for city and 
school elections slated for May 8. 

Interested parties may still 
sign up to be a write-in candi- 
date. The deadline for write-ins 
is March 15. 

Up for election in the City 
of Eagle Lake are Mayor Mike 
Morales and Councilmen Chriss 
Schiurring and John Young. 

All three have filed for re- 
election. 

Up for election to the Rice 
Consolidated Independent School 
District Board of Trustees are 
Jack Vawter in Position No. 4 and 
Carolyn Baird in Position No. 5. 

Jack Vawter did not seek re- 
election to his position, one that 
he had held since 1992. 

Regena Williamson has filed 
for Position No. 4. 

Carolyn Baird has filed for re- 
election to her position. 

Early voting will start on April 
26 and end on May 4. 

If no write-ins file, both the 
city and school district will likely 
cancel the election. 

The Eagle Lake Chamber of Commerce held a ribbon cutting for Country Fresh Cleaners on Monday, March 8. Country Fresh 
has recently moved into a newly renovated location between their old location and the Eagle Lake Drugstore. On hand for the event 
were from left to right, Lynn Rucka, Linda Balas and Mary Ann Kaluza with the Chamber; Carla Wiggs and Gary Swindel, owner; 
Sandra Marsalia and Holly Waligura Class, associates; and Wanda Henry and Mary Parr with the chamber. 


